CRO.
Nicene council, the third of St. Athanasius; the first for instruction in the faith, the second for the explanation of the faith, the third for defence of the faith.
The cause of a gradual adoption of a series of creeds is simply this: the truth being but one and unvarying, the plain assertion of it is, in the first instance, all that is necessary, all that can be done for it: and this was done by the Apostles' Creed. Error, on the other hand, is multiform; and consequently as error upon error continued to arise, correctives unthought of before were to be found to meet the exigency; hence the Nicene Creed. Again, subsequent to that, new errors were broached, the old were revived, clever evasions of the terms of the existing creeds were invented, the vehemence of opponents was increased, all desirous still, with all their mischievous errors, to be within the pale of the Church, it became still more imperatively necessary to fence in the church from such dangers; and the creed called that of St. Athanasius, was compiled from the logical forms of expression which prevail in his writings, and those of similar champions of the catholic faith, and was very soon adopted by the church as an additional bulwark to preserve that faith in its original integrity and purity. Luther calls this Creed " The Bulwark of the Apostles' Creed."
CREDENCE. A table or shelf near the altar, on which the bread and wine to be used in the Eucharist are placed, previously to consecration. This table or shelf is used for the more convenient observance of the rubrics following the offertory sentences, in which it is directed: " And when there is a communion, the priest shall THEN place upon the table so much bread and wine as he shall think sufficient." Where the staff of clergy is large, the rubric can be conveniently observed without this aid. There are many credences in various churches; among others, in the Collegiate and in St. John's churches Manchester, where they have been in use from time immemorial.
CROSS. The cross was the instrument of death to our most blessed LORD and SAVIOUR, and it has been considered in all ages by the Church as the most appropriate emblem, or symbol, of the Christian religion. The sign of the cross was made in the primitive Church in some